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Chapter the Canadian Government in 1931 when it obtained a
__1   revision of the Letters Patent creating the office of
Governor-General and of the Royal Instructions. Its
action was in precise accord with the Imperial Con-
ference resolution of 1930 regarding the position of
Governor-General, and what is noteworthy is the
limited amount of change desired. Letters Patent were
still issued under the Great Seal of the Realm, not
under the Dominion seal, necessitating the intervention
of a sign manual warrant, countersigned by a British
minister, though the warrant innovated by stating that
proceedings were being taken at the request of and on
the responsibility of the Prime Minister of Canada. No
reference is now included as in the former instrument
to the possibility of instructions being given by the
King by Order in Council or through a Secretary of
State/ and leave of absence to the Governor-General
now is to be given through the Prime Minister of the
Dominion and not through a Secretary of State. In
essentials, however, the old form remains, and there is
no attempt to increase the delegation of the preroga-
tive. Indeed it is still enjoined that in the exercise of
the prerogative of mercy the Governor-General, in any
case where pardon or reprieve might affect the interests
of the Empire or any place outside Canadian jurisdic-
tion, shall take these interests into his personal con-
sideration in conjunction with the advice of ministers.
This retention of a quite obsolete rule is wholly un-
intelligible on principle, and most embarrassing to the
Governor-General if he attempted to act upon it. Yet
it has the latest ministerial sanction, and the comedy
1 Instructions can be given under the sign manual and signet, which
would involve formal British action.